

























By Squire Grzzarv. 
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‘Admovit digitos ; poftes radtare videntur. Ovid. 
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~ From Tuefday May 31. to Fday June 3. 1715. 
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Efterday Morning, in my Walk from. ‘ Book, they would be moft of them new ro thé neds 
Tower-Hill to St. James's, I called at Ro- ‘ oldeft Citizens. Monday laft, when the B ufinefs’ 
bin's, in Change-Alley, to drink my Cof-. ‘ of the Day was over, I had Occafion to go from’ 
fee. I was {urprized to find the Roomall. ‘ the Exchange to meet a Friend at St. Fames’s Cof- 
new Painted and fo neatly fitted up. Upon In- ‘ fee-Houfe. Upon ferting out, I took it into my 
guiry, I found, that the former Mafter of the ‘ Head to obferve the Sign-Pofts in my Journey,’ 
Houfe was gone; when, cafting my Eye towards ‘ and confidered the Range of Buildings oneither’ 
the Bar, whom fhould I fee in it, but my old Ac- ‘ Hand as a long Gallery, furnifhed with a great | 
Quaintance Mr. Morrice, who has boiled Water. ‘ Variety of Paintings. ~ ms : Z 
for thefe great many Years for the Men of Wit . ; 4? ack ae 
and Pleafure. I congratulated him upon his lea; © ‘* I, was very much. furprized to find my Eyes < 
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vine Covent-Garden to fettle upon a Spot of Ground ‘ dazzled with Gold at every three or four Steps Bee cs 
‘where Bank-Bills were more Current andin grea- ‘I took... As I proceeded, ftill the ‘gilded re oS aa 
ter’ Efteem tham Billet-Deuxs., . — € Signs preyailed’ over thofé»of,any orher ‘Co, tay. 9m 
: . ‘ lour. Being-a Lover of Elegance and Proprie- i 
‘This Ceremony over, I fate down at a Table ‘ ry, more ‘than of: Pomp ‘arid Oftentation,:in alt | “i , 
where three Gentleinen were entring upon a To- ‘ the Arts and Ornaments of ‘Life, I was offen- ie ae 
pick of Difcourfe: altogether new ; the Particulars ‘ ded to fee ‘our City Painters fo lavith of Lact a 
of which I fhall endeavour ro relate with the ‘ker and LeafGold upon all Occafions, swithout: oop id 
Faithfulnefs of an unprejudiced Hearer. ‘ having the leaft regard tothe Naturewf Things: = = 5. 
' Bor , -* I cannot bear ro fee the Trees, the Fruits, the; .» ~ 
The Gentleman, who: fpoke firft, I could per- ‘ Flowers and the Plants all. undefgo‘a firan@e” 
sceive was_a Merchant, that had been bred to ‘ mutation: itis bringing the Curfe ofi2elidshar - 
Learning, and could expreis himfelf handfomely ‘ mongft us. The Eve requires Verdure ‘ia the: 
a upon the moft trivial Subjects. ‘ I feldom, faid ‘ Laurel, a Crimfon ‘or a fainter Blufy in the 
po ‘We, walk far along the Streets, when I am in ‘ Rofe, a Harmony of Colours in rhe Tulip, €9¢ 
*™ «no great Hafte, without making Obfervations ‘ My Reafonis fhocked-when I meet withKanives, 
* to my felf of one Kind or other: and, I believe, ‘ Razors, Lancets, Axes, and Saws reprefented in : i 
| $ were I ro wrire them from time to time intoa ‘ a Metal, which can never be brought co take : (i one 
an ee 
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an Edgé? How many Full-botrom Perriwigs of 
Gold have we in the Town? How many gol- 
den Salmons ? Nay, J have feen a golden Lea- 
ther-Bottle, a golden Cheefe, a golden Blacka- 
more’'s ldead, wpeeen Half-moon, a golden Su- 
gar-Loaf, a gokdén Weftphalie-Ham ; and a 
Tun of Gold hanging over a Man’ Daor, who 
had not Credit for an Ounce of Silver. 
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‘ On the other Hand, I am pleafed with the 
golden Chalices, the golden Ring, the Ingor, 
the Crown and Sceptre : and above all, I ap- 
prove of the golden Fleece: and, for the Sake of 
the Proverb, I do not explode Mountains of Gold. 
But to gild every Object, without diftinction, 
is to imitate the Abfurdity of a bad Poet, who 
is furnifhed with one or two flaming Epithets, 
which he couples with evéry Thing indifferently, 
when he would exert his Imagination. 
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Here this ingenious Gentleman clofed his 
Speech, and called for a Difh of Chocolate. Af- 
ter a fhort Silence, his Friend upon the Right 
‘Hand renewed the Converfation, and {poke to 
the following Purpofe. 


‘ We are obliged to you for this entertaining 
* Account of your Evening’s Travels through 
“ Cheapfide, Fleetftreet, the Strand, and Pell-Mell. 
‘ The Obfervations you have made in thofe 
* Streets will hold good through all the Liberties 
* of London and Weftminfter. Every Body mutt 
‘own your Criticifms to be juft, confidering the 
* Sign-Pofts only as fo many Pieces of Painting, 
‘ feparately from any other View: But if we 
* look upon them in another Light, and have re- 
‘gard chiefly to the End and Purpofe for which 
« they are fet up ; Iam of Opinion, that gilded 
Signs of every kind are far from being improper. 
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‘ Trade and Commerce is the only true Chy- 
mical Stone. It changes not only Metals, but 
every Product of Nature and Art into Gold. 
When a Citizen goes to hisSeat for a little frefh 
Air, he does not confider the Country either like 
4a Philofopher, or a Poet. The Flocks, the 
* Herds, the Paftures, the Corn-Fields and the 
* Forrefts raife no other Image in his Mind, but 
‘ that of Gold: and if you mention the Golden 
* Age to him, he underftands it in a literal Senfe, 
* and regrets his not living in the glorious Days 
* of univerfal Traffick. 
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* In the Books, which give us an Account of 
* the early Difcoveries in the Wefi Indies, we 
* read, that the golden Mines of Peru and Mex- 
‘ ico were firft found out by fome fainr Glim- 
* merings of the Oar upon the Surface of the 
* Earth. Thus we may imagine every Shop and 





“ ‘Warehoule to be a little Mine, and the glitrer- 
‘ ing Figure, which hangs out, to be the natural 
* Token of the Treafure within. I am fenfible 
‘ All is not Gold that glitters: but then, at the 
‘ fame time I think, there can never be too great 
* an Appearance of Gold im the City, 7 


When this Gentleman had made an End, the 
Third, who fate over-againft the othér Two, fip- 
ping his Coffee very attentively, with his Hand 
full of Lottery Tickets, faid, ‘ You have both 
‘ fpoken with fo much Reafon upon the Embel- 
lifhments of the Streets, that I cannot well fay 
who is in the right : but I am fo far prejudiced 
in favour of him who {poke laft, as to advance 
this one géneral Maxim concerning the Queftion 
in Debate, That Gold is always a Good Sign, 
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This Pun fet us all into a Laughter; it was ut= 
tered with fo much Simplicity of Heart, thar I 
could perceive the Author of it (who wondered 
at our Mirth) was one of thofe innocent Jokers, 
thar is never confcious of his own Wit. Upon 
the Clofe of our Mirth, addreffing my felf ro the 
Gentleman, who {poke firft; ‘ There is a Sign, 
* faid I, which the Silk-Dyers frequently hang 
* out, that feems to me in Delicacy and Proprie- 
‘ ty of Invention to exceed all others: this isa 
‘ Rain-Bow and a Peacock ftanding under it with 
‘ his Train fpread. To this I thall adda great 
‘ Inftance of Ingenuity in Mr. Benjamin Huxley, 
‘ who has been a Dealer in Snuff in the City of 
* London ever fince the Reign of King Charles the 
‘ Second, and is thought to be the firft Founder 
* of his Profeffion in this Ifand. He has a litrle 
© Shop in the Corner of Paul's Church-Yard, adjoi- 
“ning to Child's Coffee-Houfe, io very {imall as 
* to contain: only himfelf and one Cuftomer at a 
‘ Time. Inftead of hanging outa Sign, which 
‘ would have concealed him from Paffengers, he 
‘ has written over his Door in Letters of Gold, 
‘ THE SNUFF-BOX< ; and (as an old Cavalier 
‘ of his Acquaintance ufed to fay) leads all the 
‘ Men of Wit by the Nofe. 


N. B. I have received a Letter from Mr. Jona- 


than Gillingbroke, as likewife one from Mordecai 
Staunch. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 






«*% Found in Cheapfide an old Fafhion’d Silver 
Warch : If the Owner thereof will come, and 
defcribe the Marks, he may hear of ir at the 
Printers of this Paper, 












LONDON: Pruted by W. Witxins, at the Dolphin im 
Little-Britain ; and Sold by J. Roperts, m Warwick-Lane. 


Where Advertifements are taken in. 














